State-of-the-art of health care and research in Italy.
The theme of health care and research in Italy is extremely large and complex. The two aspects are tackled in sequence though there are elements of combination related to the decree law 229 of 1999. Structural, organizational and financial elements of the two aspects, associated problems and possible proposed solutions are illustrated. Hopefully, in our country the approach to health care will change. Health care and research should be no longer considered from the viewpoint of expenditure but rather as an investment and quality should be perceived as gain rather than as cost.